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lational, and this process was hastened in the eighties by
:he North-West Rebellion and the execution of its leader,
Louis Riel, which shook the supremacy of the Conservatives
.n Quebec and aided the fortunes of the Liberals. The rebels
3f the Saskatchewan valley were linked by race and creed
tvith French Canada, which defended them against the hos-
tility of neighbouring Ontario, and the execution of Riel,
despite pleas for clemency from Quebec, brought upon Mac-
ionald French resentment. The hanging of Riel, remarked
La Minerve, a Conservative journal, "wounded a whole
people/1

Of more ultimate importance in party alignments was the
accession of Wilfrid Laurier to the Liberal leadership in
1887. Brilliant and a master of political tactics, Laurier
weaned his countrymen from their Conservative loyalty,
attached them to his own Gladstonian Liberalism, and sought
no less skilfully than Macdonald to win support throughout
the whole country by emphasizing the policies of material
expansion. He exalted the spirit of compromise whereby
alone a national leader in Canada can survive. Above all he
purged the Liberal creed of the dogmatic anti-clericalism of
the Rouge group, and thus securely anchored his party in the
French province. In Mr. Mackenzie King he had a suc-
cessor who followed his tradition with strict fidelity and who
Dbtained in Quebec even more unqualified support. For
some sixty years the Liberal party had only two leaders
compared with nine for its opponent. From this unbroken
continuity of political strategy it derived great prestige and
formidable weight. It continues to the present to retain its
strength in Quebec while at the same time it obtains enough
support in other regions to be the most truly national party
in Canada.

The issues and doctrinal differences over which the
national parties contend have reflected those*" rival philo-
sophies of Jefferson and Hamilton which in the nineteenth
century coloured the political struggles of the neighbouring